BREEDING

proof of the probability of telegony, Professor
Ewart expresses the belief (and gives convincing
reasons) that they were due to reversion. But
he admits that " it is conceivable that the pre-
vious sire, though not responsible for visible
structural changes in the subsequent offspring to
other sires, may profoundly influence the consti-
tution ".

A belief in the possibilities of telegony is
prevalent among many breeders of greyhounds;
but they qualify their support of the theory by
stating that for an illegitimate service to have
any effect on a subsequent litter, the sire and
dam (in the illegitimate mating) must be very
well known to each other (this suggests mental
influence) and that the service must have taken
place either during the early part, or in the
middle, of the period of the bitch's heat!

What conclusion can the humble unscientific
dog breeder come to, as the result of this contra-
dictory evidence? I think, at any rate, he can
be satisfied that although his pedigree bitch has
been astray with a mongrel dog, he need not
have very serious apprehensions of any "struc-
tural " effect on her next litter; for the chance of
the subsequent breeding being influenced by the
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